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Impact of Human Food on Feeding Activities of

Taiwanese Macaques (Macaca cyclopis) at Chaishan

Aabtract

Since 1989, a part of Chaishan has opened to public and gradually became a
human activity site. Provision and residual garbage of human already became important
food resources of the monkey groups. Human foods have high nutrition value when
compared with nature food, they may cause the competition between the macaques and
influencing on macaques’ activity. In this study, we observed the different behavior
types and time spent feeding on human food of different rank individuals in the same
group to understand what influences human foods have on macaque feeding activity.
From March to June 2007, we observed the behavior of six female macaques of
different rank in the same group, and we recorded the feeding behavior and time spent
on each type of human food of macaques in Chaishan all day. The results indicate that
macaques of high and low rank spent different time on nature and human food. High
rank macaques had higher time ratio on human food (33.66%), and low rank macaques
had higher time ratio on nature food (75.14%). Regarding to human food, high and low
rank macaques spent different time on picking behavior, and they spent similar time on
provision and robbery. All low rank macaques and one young individual of high rank
macaque have never robbed human food.

Obijective individuals spent similar time ratio for human food on weekday and
holiday. (week: 28.41% ; holiday: 30.21%), but in holiday,they spent double time ratio
on provisioning comparing to weekday (weekday: 15.68%; holiday: 30.2%). The reason
might be that the number of tourists increase on holiday. The litchi tree were fruiting on
May and June, changed monkey group activity range and increased feeding time on
nature food. This study discovered that human food resources caused influence on
feeding and activity range of the macaques in Chaishan. We suggested that the garbage
around the pavilion must be reduced and human provision behavior must be controlled.

Keywords: Human Food, Feeding Activity, Social Rank, Provisioning,
Macaca cyclopis
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