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Implementing the Eco-Schools Program:
A case study of the Shuilian elementary school, Hualien

Abstract

Environmental education aims to teach about the environment, positive attitudes
toward the environment, competency in citizen action skills, and a sense of
empowerment. However, the school environmental education in Taiwan is focusing on
creating environmental awareness, knowledge and ethics. There is therefore a need to
enhance students’ experiences on resolving environmental problems. The Eco-Schools
program run by the Foundation of Environmental Education provides a framework to
embed all the principles of environmental education into the heart school life.

This study reports the course that Shuillian Elementary School run the
Eco-Schoools program by following the seven-step process: identify an action team,
carry out an environmental review, develop an action plane, adopt and display the
Eco-Code, involve the whole school and wider community, link to the curriculum,
monitor and evaluate the progress. Through the program, students explore ways of
working together on environmental problems and improve the environment.

Keywords: Eco-Schools, Environmental Education, Environmental Problems,
Environmental Actions
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